REPORT: MONZA HISTORIC FORMULA 2

PETER AND WATTS
SHARE THE WINS

Hans Peter and Matthew Watts took a
win apiece in Historic F2 as the series
headed to the hallowed ground of
Monza.

e 59th Coppa Intereuropa Storica Monza meeting held on
the famous Italian circuit just north of Milan in early June is
always very popular with drivers and attracts entries from many
different groups, including the HSCC-administered Historic
Formula Two Championship.

A strang entry was received and in qualifying it was the two normal
front runners, Matthew Watts (March 772) and Martin Stretton (March
742) who were quickest.

Race one on Saturday saw Stretton lead into the first corner with

Hans Peter (Ralt RT1) and David Gathercole (Chevron B25) next up,
while Watts was only fourth. Stretton pulled out a good lead but was
suffering with a bad vibration which finally caused a plug lead to fall
off and an early retirement, which let Peter into a lead he kept to the
flag. Watts was catching but lost time after a spin while trying too hard
to make up time after a poor start. Gathercole ran strongly until half
distance but then retired with a blown engine, so up to third and on to
the podium at the finish came a very on form Robert Shaw (Ralt RT1)
with Grant Tromans (Chevron B42) an excellent fourth overall in his
first ever HF 2 race.

The ever-consistent Diogo Ferrao finished fifth, winning Class A (for
1600s) with another strong showing from lan Ashley (March 798)
who was sixth overall and Class B winner. Richard Meins (March 762)
showed well, starting from the back of the grid, and passed many
cars in the early laps but then retired with fuel pump problems,

Tim Barrington (Lola T240) and Paul Bason (March 712) had a race-
long battle finishing second and third in Class A and Chris Sharples
(Chevron B29) just got the better of Chris Lillingstone-Price (Tecno
T70) at the flag.

Race two was early on Sunday morning when the track was very wet,
although it was not raining. After a brilliant start from row three it was
Richard Eyre (March 782) who was in second place behind Stretton
on lap one but Watts soon got past and those three stayed in position
for the first few laps until Eyre had to pit after six laps following a very
strong showing. Peter spun early on and Shaw could not avoid the
incident, with both having to retire. Again Meins was passing lots of
cars but he too had to retire when the car would not handle in wet
conditions with the tyres he had. With Stretton’s tyres going off Watts
got passed and into the lead which he held to the finish. Stretton took
second and an excellent third overall was lan Ashley. Two other very
good race performances were Philip Gladman (Chevron B34) fourth
overall and Steve Tandy (Chevron B40) who was sixth, Everyone liked
being at Monza. We had some good racing, no serious incidents and
the feel good factor was high.




